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New CDC school guidance presents possible tension with
CDPH on masking
 
CDPH to announce guidance as early as July 12

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on July 9 released updated
“Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention in Kindergarten (K)-12 Schools” that
emphasizes the benefits of in-person learning to students and the importance of
implementing layered prevention strategies as determined by local circumstances,
including levels of community transmission and local vaccine coverage. The new
CDC guidance says that fully vaccinated individuals, including students, need not wear
a mask indoors, and, in general, people do not need to wear a mask outdoors, with
some exceptions noted below. CSBA will be watching closely to see how this federal
guidance aligns with or differs from upcoming guidance the State of California is
expected to release next week. According to the CDC’s guidance, “This CDC guidance
is meant to supplement — not replace — any federal, state, local, territorial, or tribal
health and safety laws, rules and regulations with which schools must comply.”
 
The California Department of Public Health followed the CDC announcement with a
preliminary statement of its own, largely reinforcing the CDC guidelines but also
emphasizing that masking will continue indoors in California schools and that every
school has access to free testing through a state-run program. This is a significant
point given that CDPH’s guidance, not the CDC’s, will be operative in California. 
 
“We applaud the CDC’s commitment to ensuring that schools are fully, safely opened
for in-person instruction. Given California’s science-based approach and the fact that
the state’s school facilities can’t accommodate physical distancing, we will align with
the CDC by implementing multiple layers of mitigation strategies, including continued
masking and robust testing capacity,” said California Health & Human Services Agency
Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly in a July 9 press release. “Masking is a simple and effective
intervention that does not interfere with offering full in-person instruction. At the outset
of the new year, students should be able to walk into school without worrying about
whether they will feel different or singled out for being vaccinated or unvaccinated —
treating all kids the same will support a calm and supportive school environment.”
 
CDPH will be releasing its guidance as early as Monday, July 12.
 
CDC GUIDANCE 
      
Because schools will have a mixed population of people who are fully vaccinated and
who are not, K-12 administrators will need to make decisions about the use of layered
COVID-19 mitigation strategies in schools to protect everyone. Working with local
public health offices, school administrators should consider multiple factors when
deciding which layered prevention strategies work best based on the school
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population, families and students served, and their communities. According to the CDC
guidance, the primary factors to consider include:

Level of community transmission of COVID-19.
COVID-19 vaccination coverage in the community and among students,
teachers and staff.
Use of a frequent SARS-CoV-2 screening testing program for students, teachers
and staff who are not fully vaccinated. Testing provides an important layer of
prevention, particularly in areas with substantial to high community transmission
levels.
COVID-19 outbreaks or increasing trends in the school or surrounding
community.
Ages of children served by K-12 schools and the associated social and
behavioral factors that may affect risk of transmission and the feasibility of
different prevention strategies.

 
CDC PREVENTION STRATEGIES
 
Promoting vaccination 
“Achieving high levels of COVID-19 vaccination among eligible students as well as
teachers, staff and household members is one of the most critical strategies to help
schools safely resume full operations,” according to the guidance. Schools can be key
messengers in promoting vaccinations among teachers, staff, families and eligible
students by providing information, encouraging vaccine trust and confidence, and
establishing supportive policies and practices that make getting vaccinated as easy
and convenient as possible. When promoting COVID-19 vaccination, it is important to
keep in mind that certain communities and groups have been disproportionately
affected by COVID-19, and some communities might have experiences that affect their
trust and confidence in the healthcare system. The full guidance gives a lengthy list of
resources to increase vaccination trust in the community.
 
Mask use 
Consistent and correct mask use among teachers, students and staff who are not fully
vaccinated is necessary and especially important indoors and in crowded settings
when physical distancing cannot be maintained. 

Indoors: Mask use is recommended for people who are not fully vaccinated
including students, teachers and staff. Children under 2 years of age should not
wear a mask.
Outdoors: In general, people do not need to wear masks when outdoors.
However, particularly in areas of substantial to high transmission, CDC
recommends that people who are not fully vaccinated wear a mask in crowded
outdoor settings or during activities that involve sustained close contact with
other people who are not fully vaccinated. 

Based on the needs of the community, school administrators may opt to require mask
use by all people on school campuses, regardless of vaccination status. Some reasons
the CDC lists for this include: having a student population that is not yet eligible for
vaccination (e.g., schools with grades preK-6); increasing, substantial or high COVID-
19 transmission within the school or surrounding community; increasing community
transmission of a variant that is spread more easily among children and adolescents or
is resulting in more severe illness from COVID-19 among children and adolescents;
lacking a system to monitor the vaccine status of students and/or teachers and staff;
and difficulty monitoring or enforcing mask policies that are not universal. Exceptions to
masking for people under the age of 2 or who have special needs are still in effect.

Physical distancing 
Based on studies from the 2020–21 school year, CDC recommends schools maintain
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at least 3 feet of physical distance between students within classrooms, combined with
indoor mask wearing by people who are not fully vaccinated. However, the guidance
states that an inability to provide physical distancing should not exclude students from
in-person learning, and other layered mitigation strategies should be considered, such
as indoor masking, screening testing, cohorting, improved ventilation, handwashing
and covering coughs and sneezes, staying home when sick with symptoms of
infectious illness including COVID-19, and regular cleaning to help reduce transmission
risk.
 
Screening testing 
CDC guidance provides that people who are fully vaccinated do not need to participate
in screening testing and do not need to quarantine if they do not have any symptoms.
Screening testing may be most valuable in areas with substantial or high community
transmission levels, in areas with low vaccination coverage, and in schools where
other prevention strategies are not implemented. Screening testing can be used to
help evaluate and adjust prevention strategies and provide added protection for
schools that are not able to provide optimal physical distance between students.
Screening testing should be offered to students who have not been fully vaccinated
when community transmission is at moderate, substantial, or high levels; at any level of
community transmission, screening testing should be offered to all teachers and staff
who have not been fully vaccinated. To be effective, the screening program should test
at least once per week, and rapidly (within 24 hours) report results. 
 
The guidance also recommends strategies around proper ventilation, handwashing
and respiratory etiquette, staying home when sick and getting tested, contract tracing
in combination with isolation and quarantine, and cleaning and disinfection.
 
CSBA will produce an additional update on COVID-19 related school safety
procedures when the CDPH releases its own guidance. 

Read the full CDC guidance

California School Boards Association | 3251 Beacon Blvd., West Sacramento, CA 95691
Phone: (800) 266-3382 | Fax: (916) 371-3407

Website | Privacy Policy

http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy8yMDE5LW5jb3YvbGFiL3Jlc291cmNlcy9zYXJzLWNvdjItdGVzdGluZy1zdHJhdGVnaWVzLmh0bWw_X2NsZGVlPWEzTm9iMngwZVVCamMySmhMbTl5WnclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMyZlc2lkPWU0OGM2YmI0LTA0ZTEtZWIxMS04MTQ1LTAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOQ&K=NsrQY7qo9tim9PM7tLfVEw
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3ANw%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy8yMDE5LW5jb3YvY29tbXVuaXR5L3NjaG9vbHMtY2hpbGRjYXJlL2stMTItZ3VpZGFuY2UuaHRtbD9fY2xkZWU9YTNOb2IyeDBlVUJqYzJKaExtOXladyUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LWQyMDVkOTc0N2JmNmU5MTE4MTI3MDA1MDU2YjAyYTA5LTRiMmUxNzVmZDAzOTRhY2Q5MGExZWJjNDQ1NDg1NmEzJmVzaWQ9ZTQ4YzZiYjQtMDRlMS1lYjExLTgxNDUtMDA1MDU2YjAyYTA5&K=wh0NvPNL7iGQKQ_ysqQTRw
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTI%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tP19jbGRlZT1hM05vYjJ4MGVVQmpjMkpoTG05eVp3JTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtZDIwNWQ5NzQ3YmY2ZTkxMTgxMjcwMDUwNTZiMDJhMDktNGIyZTE3NWZkMDM5NGFjZDkwYTFlYmM0NDU0ODU2YTMmZXNpZD1lNDhjNmJiNC0wNGUxLWViMTEtODE0NS0wMDUwNTZiMDJhMDk&K=FJhOl-doQQgIxToMrTjw6Q
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTM%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS8_X2NsZGVlPWEzTm9iMngwZVVCamMySmhMbTl5WnclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMyZlc2lkPWU0OGM2YmI0LTA0ZTEtZWIxMS04MTQ1LTAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOQ&K=A1QwROP4Dy0yi_S7fQWugQ
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlua2VkaW4uY29tP19jbGRlZT1hM05vYjJ4MGVVQmpjMkpoTG05eVp3JTNkJTNkJnJlY2lwaWVudGlkPWNvbnRhY3QtZDIwNWQ5NzQ3YmY2ZTkxMTgxMjcwMDUwNTZiMDJhMDktNGIyZTE3NWZkMDM5NGFjZDkwYTFlYmM0NDU0ODU2YTMmZXNpZD1lNDhjNmJiNC0wNGUxLWViMTEtODE0NS0wMDUwNTZiMDJhMDk&K=WdttqzRymHl66ENlFYzyTA
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTU%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20_X2NsZGVlPWEzTm9iMngwZVVCamMySmhMbTl5WnclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMyZlc2lkPWU0OGM2YmI0LTA0ZTEtZWIxMS04MTQ1LTAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOQ&K=MvHj3JUt64AbnnbDcUMOVg
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTY%3A%3AaHR0cDovL3d3dy5jc2JhLm9yZz9fY2xkZWU9YTNOb2IyeDBlVUJqYzJKaExtOXladyUzZCUzZCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LWQyMDVkOTc0N2JmNmU5MTE4MTI3MDA1MDU2YjAyYTA5LTRiMmUxNzVmZDAzOTRhY2Q5MGExZWJjNDQ1NDg1NmEzJmVzaWQ9ZTQ4YzZiYjQtMDRlMS1lYjExLTgxNDUtMDA1MDU2YjAyYTA5&K=iOxXM0QizGJMQPKyvUoBsQ
http://link.csba.org/c/6/?T=ODU0ODMyMzk%3AMDItYjIxMTkwLTcxODQzYWFjYjY3NjQxNjQ5MzI0OTY0NzQyNDllODAz%3Aa3Nob2x0eUBjc2JhLm9yZw%3AY29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMw%3AdHJ1ZQ%3AMTc%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY3NiYS5vcmcvQWJvdXQvQWJvdXRDU0JBL1ByaXZhY3lQb2xpY3k_X2NsZGVlPWEzTm9iMngwZVVCamMySmhMbTl5WnclM2QlM2QmcmVjaXBpZW50aWQ9Y29udGFjdC1kMjA1ZDk3NDdiZjZlOTExODEyNzAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOS00YjJlMTc1ZmQwMzk0YWNkOTBhMWViYzQ0NTQ4NTZhMyZlc2lkPWU0OGM2YmI0LTA0ZTEtZWIxMS04MTQ1LTAwNTA1NmIwMmEwOQ&K=N1EkpANDnPYktasQnK9TVQ

