
Date
Senator/Assemblymember NAME
State of California
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

Your Name
Address
City, CA ZIP code

Dear Senator/Assemblymember LAST NAME,

I am a teacher/parent/classified staff/administrator/community member in the NAME OF DISTRICT OR 
COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION and I am writing to urge you to prioritize funding for public education in 
the 2020–21 budget as we continue to battle this pandemic. Reopening our schools is key to reopening our 
economy, but California’s schools will not be able to provide a safe and successful learning environment 
for every California student without the necessary funding.

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s May Revision of the state budget proposal reflects California’s $54 billion budget 
deficit, resulting in a 10 percent cut to the Local Control Funding Formula, a $19 billion decline in 
Proposition 98 and other reductions in education spending that make it difficult, if not impossible, to 
reopen schools safely and effectively for the 2020–21 school year. It is imperative that preservation of 
funding for schools (including appropriations in the current year and those appropriated in 2020–21) be 
a top priority for the Legislature and the Administration, and that this funding be as unrestricted and as 
flexible as possible. 

It is crucial for you to bear in mind that public education in California remains underfunded, and that 
schools were facing severe funding challenges with rising costs PRIOR to the COVID-19 outbreak. In 
March — before COVID-19 school closures — the California School Boards Association conducted a 
survey which found that 77 percent of school districts were deficit spending in the current year and more 
than one-third were considering layoffs based on the January state budget proposal. Those same funding 
challenges remain, and in this crisis, they are becoming more severe, not less.



Schools remain an essential service as we fight COVID-19, and every existing resource we have is being 
devoted to serving our students in distance learning, meal distribution and other services. These services 
all come with significant costs. Further, reopening schools in the fall with physical distancing will require 
additional funding to ensure that it can be done safely.

Our schools are eager to get back to the work of caring for and educating our students, and we must do this 
in a way that positions our students for success and respects the health and safety of our students, staff 
and community.

Thank you for your leadership and for making public education a top priority as we fight COVID-19 and 
look to reopen our state.

Sincerely,

Your name
Position/relationship and District name


